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(a) As used in this chapter, the term

(1) "Agency" nmeans:

(A) Every state departnment, agency, board, bureau, commr ssion
public corporation, and authority;

(B) Every county, municipal corporation, school district, or
ot her political subdivision of this state;

(C) Every department, agency, board, bureau, conmi ssion
authority, or simlar body of each such county, rmunicipa
corporation, or other political subdivision of the state;

(D) Every city, county, regional, or other authority established
pursuant to the laws of this state; and

(E) Any nonprofit organization to which there is a direct

al l ocation of tax funds made by the governing authority of any
agency as defined in this paragraph and which allocation
constitutes nore than 33 1/3 percent of the funds from al
sources of such organization; provided, however, this

subpar agraph shall not include hospitals, nursing hones,

di spensers of pharmaceutical products, or any other type
organi zati on, person, or firmfurnishing nedical or health
services to a citizen for which they receive rei mbursenment from
the state whether directly or indirectly; nor shall this term
i ncl ude a subagency or affiliate of such a nonprofit

organi zation fromor through which the allocation of tax funds
i s made.

(2) "Meeting" nmeans the gathering of a quorum of the nenbers of

t he governing body of an agency or of any conmittee of its menbers
created by such governing body, whether standing or special
pursuant to schedule, call, or notice of or from such governing
body or cormittee or an authorized nmenber, at a designated tine
and place at which any public nmatter, official business, or policy
of the agency is to be discussed or presented or at which officia
action is to be taken or, in the case of a comittee,
recommendati ons on any public matter, official business, or policy
to the governing body are to be fornul ated, presented, or

di scussed. The assenbling together of a quorum of the nenbers of
a governing body or commttee for the purpose of naking

i nspections of physical facilities under the jurisdiction of such
agency or for the purposes of neeting with the governing bodi es,

of ficers, agents, or enployees of other agencies at places outside
t he geographical jurisdiction of an agency and at which no fina



official action is to be taken shall not be deened a "neeting."

(b) Except as otherw se provided by law, all neetings as defined in
subsection (a) of this Code section shall be open to the public.
Any resol ution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or other officia
action of an agency adopted, taken, or nmde at a neeting which is
not open to the public as required by this chapter shall not be

bi nding. Any action contesting a resolution, rule, regulation

ordi nance, or other formal action of an agency based on an all eged
violation of this provision nmust be conmenced within 90 days of the
date such contested action was taken, provided that any action under
this chapter contesting a zoning decision of a |local governing

aut hority shall be commenced within the tinme allowed by |aw for
appeal of such zoni ng deci sion.

(c) The public at all tinmes shall be afforded access to neetings
decl ared open to the public pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code
section. Visual, sound, and visual and sound recordi ng during open
nmeetings shall be pernmitted.

(d) Every agency shall prescribe the tine, place, and dates of
regul ar neetings of the agency. Such information shall be avail able
to the general public and a notice containing such information shal
be posted and maintained in a conspicuous place available to the
public at the regular neeting place of the agency. Meetings shal

be held in accordance with a regul ar schedule, but nothing in this
subsection shall preclude an agency from canceling or postponing any
regul arly schedul ed neeting. Whenever any neeting required to be
open to the public is to be held at a tine or place other than at
the tine and place prescribed for regular neetings, the agency shal
gi ve due notice thereof. "Due notice" shall be the posting of a
witten notice for at |east 24 hours at the place of regul ar
nmeetings and giving of witten or oral notice at |least 24 hours in
advance of the neeting to the I egal organ in which notices of
sheriff's sales are published in the county where regul ar neetings
are held or at the option of the agency to a newspaper having a
general circulation in said county at |east equal to that of the

| egal organ; provided, however, that in counties where the |ega
organ is published |less often than four tinmes weekly "due notice"
shall be the posting of a witten notice for at |east 24 hours at
the place of regular neetings and, upon witten request from any

| ocal broadcast or print nedia outlet whose place of business and
physical facilities are located in the county, notice by tel ephone
or facsimle to that requesting nmedia outlet at |east 24 hours in
advance of the called neeting. When special circunmstances occur and
are so declared by an agency, that agency may hold a neeting with

| ess than 24 hours' notice upon giving such notice of the meeting
and subjects expected to be considered at the neeting as is
reasonabl e under the circunstances including notice to said county

| egal organ or a newspaper having a general circulation in the
county at | east equal to that of the legal organ, in which event the
reason for holding the neeting within 24 hours and the nature of the
notice shall be recorded in the m nutes. Wenever notice is given
to a |l egal organ or other newspaper, that publication shal

i medi ately nake the information avail abl e upon inquiry to any
nmenber of the public. Any oral notice required or pernitted by this
subsection may be given by tel ephone.



(e)(1) Prior to any neeting, the agency hol ding such neeting shal
make avail abl e an agenda of all matters expected to cone before

t he agency at such neeting. The agenda shall be avail abl e upon
request and shall be posted at the nmeeting site, as far in advance
of the neeting as reasonably possible, but shall not be required
to be available nore than two weeks prior to the neeting and shal
be posted, at a mininum at some time during the two-week period

i Mmediately prior to the neeting. Failure to include on the
agenda an item which becones necessary to address during the
course of a meeting shall not preclude considering and acting upon
such item

(2) A summary of the subjects acted on and those nenbers present
at a neeting of any agency shall be witten and made available to
the public for inspection within two business days of the

adj ournnent of a neeting of any agency. The minutes of a neeting
of any agency shall be promptly recorded and such records shall be
open to public inspection once approved as official by the agency,
but in no case later than imediately followi ng the next regular
neeting of the agency; provided, however, nothing contained in
this chapter shall prohibit the earlier release of mnutes,

whet her approved by the agency or not. Said nminutes shall, as a
m ni mum include the nanes of the nenbers present at the neeting,
a description of each notion or other proposal made, and a record
of all votes. 1In the case of a roll-call vote the nanme of each
person voting for or against a proposal shall be recorded and in
all other cases it shall be presuned that the action taken was
approved by each person in attendance unless the nminutes reflect
the nane of the persons voting against the proposal or abstaining.

(f) An agency with state-wi de jurisdiction shall be authorized to
conduct rmneetings by tel ecommunications conference, provided that any
such nmeeting is conducted in conmpliance with this chapter
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This chapter shall not be construed so as to repeal in any way:

(1) The attorney-client privilege recognized by state law to the
extent that a neeting otherwi se required to be open to the public
under this chapter may be closed in order to consult and neet with
| egal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation,
settlenent, clainms, adnministrative proceedings, or other judicia
actions brought or to be brought by or agai nst the agency or any
of ficer or enployee or in which the agency or any officer or

enpl oyee may be directly involved; provided, however, the neeting
may not be closed for advice or consultation on whether to close a
neeti ng; and

(2) Those tax matters which are otherw se made confidential by
state | aw
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This chapter shall not apply to the follow ng:

(1) staff nmeetings held for investigative purposes under duties or
responsibilities inposed by | aw,

(2) The deliberations and voting of the State Board of Pardons and
Parol es; and in addition said board may close a neeting held for

t he purpose of receiving informati on or evidence for or against
clemency or in revocation proceedings if it determ nes that the
recei pt of such information or evidence in open neeting would
present a substantial risk of harmor injury to a w tness;

(3) Meetings of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation or any other
| aw enforcenent agency in the state, including grand jury
neeti ngs;

(4) Meetings when any agency is discussing the future acquisition

of real estate, except that such neetings shall be subject to the

requi renents of this chapter for the giving of the notice of such

a neeting to the public and preparing the mnutes of such a

nmeeti ng; provided, however, the disclosure of such portions of the
mnutes as would identify real estate to be acquired may be

del ayed until such time as the acquisition of the real estate has

been conpl eted, termi nated, or abandoned or court proceedings with
respect thereto initiated;

(5) Meetings of the governing authority of a public hospital or
any committee thereof when discussing the granting, restriction
or revocation of staff privileges or the granting of abortions

under state or federal |aw

(6) Meetings when discussing or deliberating upon the appoi nt ment,
enpl oynent, conpensation, hiring, disciplinary action or

di smissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or
enpl oyee but not when receiving evidence or hearing argument on
charges filed to deternmine disciplinary action or disnissal of a
public officer or enployee. The vote on any matter covered by
thi s paragraph shall be taken in public and minutes of the neeting
as provided in this chapter shall be nade avail able. Meetings by
an agency to discuss or take action on the filling of a vacancy in
the nenbership of the agency itself shall at all tinmes be open to
the public as provided in this chapter;

(7) Adoptions and proceedings related thereto; and

(8) Meetings of the board of trustees or the investnent comittee

of any public retirenent systemcreated by Title 47 when such

board or conmmittee is discussing matters pertaining to investnent
securities trading or investment portfolio positions and conposition
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(a) When any neeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant
to any provision of this chapter, the specific reasons for such
closure shall be entered upon the official mnutes, the nmeeting
shall not be closed to the public except by a majority vote of a
guorum present for the neeting, the mnutes shall reflect the nanes
of the nenbers present and the names of those voting for closure,
and that part of the minutes shall be made available to the public
as any other minutes. Were a neeting of an agency is devoted in
part to matters within the exceptions provided by |aw, any portion
of the neeting not subject to any such exception, privilege, or
confidentiality shall be open to the public, and the m nutes of such
portions not subject to any such exception shall be taken, recorded,
and open to public inspection as provided in subsection (e) of Code
Section 50-14-1.

(b) When any neeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant
to subsection (a) of this Code section, the chairperson or other
person presiding over such neeting shall execute and file with the
official mnutes of the neeting a notarized affidavit stating under
oath that the subject matter of the neeting or the closed portion

t hereof was devoted to matters within the exceptions provided by | aw
and identifying the specific rel evant exception
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(a) The superior courts of this state shall have jurisdiction to
enforce conpliance with the provisions of this chapter, including
the power to grant injunctions or other equitable relief. In
addition to any action that may be brought by any person, firm
corporation, or other entity, the Attorney General shall have
authority to bring enforcement actions, either civil or crimnal, in
his or her discretion as may be appropriate to enforce conpliance
with this chapter.

(b) I'n any action brought to enforce the provisions of this chapter
in which the court determnmi nes that an agency acted without
substantial justification in not complying with this chapter, the
court shall, unless it finds that special circunstances exist,
assess in favor of the conplaining party reasonable attorney's fees
and other litigation costs reasonably incurred. Wether the
position of the conplaining party was substantially justified shal
be deternmined on the basis of the record as a whole which is made in
the proceeding for which fees and other expenses are sought.

(c) Any agency or person who provides access to information in good
faith reliance on the requirenents of this chapter shall not be
liable in any action on account of having provided access to such

i nfornmati on.
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Any person knowi ngly and willfully conducting or participating in a
nmeeting in violation of this chapter shall be guilty of a

nm sdeneanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not to
exceed $500. 00.



